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Brandlin Brothers Get 
Back Together Legally

By Cristian Vasquez
All day, people walked into the Katy Geissert 

Library Community Room to look through a 
wide range of books. The book sale, hosted by 
the Torrance Friends of the Library, took place 
January 19 and is the first of four organized 
by the Friends throughout the year.

All of the money made from the book sale 
will be used to finance different programs at 
the Torrance Library that would otherwise 
not be available because of the lack of funds. 
“Among the things that the sales support are 
the programs associated with summer reading 
for the youth,” Principal Librarian of Operations 
at the Torrance Library Dana Vinke said. “That 
money goes right back into the community to 
support programs that get kids involved in reading 
and to keep them engaged over the summer. It 
is always for something that is educational so 
that when they [students] get back to the school 
year, they haven’t just played video games.”

The book sales are divided between paperback 
and hard cover. The January 19 book sale 
was all-paperback books at 50 cents each. 
However, there were also movies and music 
available. Even at such a low price, the book 
sales generate a significant amount of money 
that has a long-lasting impact on the library 
and the city’s residents.

“It is important because what the Friends 
are set up to do is to purchase things for the 
library that they do not have in their budget. 
We try to always serve children first and then 
adults,” President of the Torrance Friends of the 
Library Helen Ball said. “We are ready to donate 
$50,000 for children and adult programming 
which are not budgeted for, such as DVDs and 
e-books. A lot of those technical things that 
come up we like to support and that is why 
we try to make a lot of money and spend it 
on the library.”

People were able to sort through fiction, non-
fiction, science fiction, novels and children’s 
books. There were even some specialty items 
available, making the selection as varied as 
the reasons people were buying books. “I just 
walked in and found it. I actually came here 
to check out some books and I saw the sign 
and just walked in,” Torrance resident Pundo 

Friends of the Library Host Books Sale, 
Raise Funds for Various Programs

Choi said. “We just got our [library] card last 
week and we started using it yesterday. We 
found some good books. We are not that good 
with our English. We are actually learning 
the language, so we came looking for some 
children’s books.”

Everything sold by the Friends is donated 
to them. Donations can be made at the Katy 
Geissert Library, which has a drop box near the 
front door, or at any of the branch libraries. In 
addition, the Friends will drive out to collect a 
donation if it is too big for the donor to bring 
to the library. 

“One of the neat things about the sales that 
really appeals to me is that they are one of 
the great examples of how we can recycle,” 
Vinke said. “When people are done with their 
books and they donate them to the Friends, 
they make sure that the donated book finds a 

good home instead of going into a dumpster. 
So for someone who likes to read or is looking 
for inexpensive books for their kids, this is an 
opportunity to educate themselves and help the 
environment by recycling books. It’s a really 
good green program for everyone involved.”

The Friends of the Library have been a 
nonprofit group since 1967 and is made up 
of all volunteers. There is even one member, 
Teresa, who was part of the original group of 
people who launched the bond issue to start 
the library. Also, the Friends have daily sales 
inside the library, near the checkout counter at 
the Katy Geissert location, which also helps in 
their mission to fund programs and promote 
literacy. 

“It is very important that we have all these 
volunteers. If people are not enthusiastic, 

By Brian Simon
They may have lived a block away from 

each other for decades and get to see each 
other all the time, but attorney brothers 
and lifelong El Segundo residents Bruce 
and Brian Brandlin recently celebrated a 
reunion. For the first time in almost 19 
years, the two are working together again 
in the same law firm. At the beginning of 
the year, Bruce joined Brian as a partner 
in the Torrance-based Burkley & Brandlin, 
LLP along with Rod Burkley. The former 
didn’t arrive alone--also bringing his son 
Chris, who passed the bar in 2011, as a 
partner. The practice also employs attorney 
(of counsel) Debra Keesey. Firm specialty 
areas include estate planning and probate, 
trust and estate litigation, personal injury, 
real estate, employment law, premises 
liability, product liability, guardianships, 
conservatorships, business succession 
planning, business and corporate law and 
general civil litigation.

“I always thought I would work with 
my brother again,” said Bruce, 61, who 
originally hired Brian, 50, while the latter 
was still in law school in 1985. The two 
formed the partnership Brandlin & Brandlin 
in 1987 with offices in Torrance’s Union 
Bank Building (now Del Amo Financial 
Center). At the end of 1994, Bruce moved 
on to become VP and General Counsel for 
KV Mart--the largest independent grocer in 
Southern California. He didn’t expect the gig 
to last very long, but he ended up staying 
on until December 31, 2012. 

“It’s awesome,” Bruce continued about the 
renewed partnership. “I came back to the 
same office, same floor and same building 
that I left 18 years ago. Torrance is a great 
business community. All of our clients like 
coming here, it’s by the mall and it’s close 
to the courthouse.”

The brothers are highly regarded in their 
field. Brian has earned recognition eight 

On Saturday, Jan. 19, Congresswoman 
Maxine Waters attended a screening of 
Eugene Jarecki’s documentary called 
“The House I Live In” at the Shiloh Baptist 
Church in D.C. The documentary gave an 
account of America’s war on drugs and 
considers how it’s influenced the state of 
the nation’s prisons, finances, and families. 
The screening was followed by a panel 
discussion with Danny Glover, Jarecki, 
Rep. Robert Scott (D-VA), and Harvard 
Law professor Charles Ogletree. “I have 
been a long time advocate for ending 
the war on drugs that continues to harm 
low-income communities, minorities and 
millions of Americans,” Congresswoman 
Waters said. Photo courtesy of the Office 
of Congresswoman Waters.

Congresswoman Waters Attends 
Screening of Drug War Documentary
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People

Look into refinancing with a responsible lending leader. 
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage continues to provide quality 
refinance choices, including options that address many of the
unique challenges facing homeowners today. You may be able to:

• Lower your monthly mortgage payment 
• Switch from an ARM to a predictable fixed-rate loan
• Access funds for large expenses or debt management
• Get a shorter term to pay off your mortgage faster
• Finance your closing costs as part of your new loan
• Make improvements to your home with renovation financing

Don’t miss your chance
Just a few minutes with a home mortgage consultant will 
help you understand your refinancing options.

Contact Wells Fargo Home Mortgage today

Mortgage rates are 
still historically low

Act now

104226 -  21/11

Liz Worden 
Home Mortgage Consultant 
Phone: 310-265-9574 
Cell: 310-487-8957 
27440 Hawthorne Blvd.  
Rolling Hills Estates, CA 90274 
http://www.wfhm.com/elizabeth-worden 
elizabeth.worden@wellsfargo.com 
NMLSR ID 476064 

Credit is subject to approval. Some restrictions apply. This information is accurate 
as of date of printing and is subject to change without notice. 
If you are a servicemember on active duty, prior to seeking a ref nance of youri  
existing mortgage loan, please consult with your legal advisor regarding the loss of 
any benef ts you are entitled to under the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act ori  
applicable state law. 
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage is a division of Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. ©2011 Wells 
Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. NMLSR ID 399801. 
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Community Briefs

Letter from the Editor
Readers,

Starting in February, we will be making 
some exciting changes to our Political 
Page. We have had numerous requests for 
a counter to Gerry Chong’s “One Man’s 
Opinion.” However, no one was willing 
to take him on.   We have found a taker 
and he will be running along Gerry’s 
column starting February 7.  We will also 
be starting a Q & A series, produced by 

Gerry Chong, where we post questions to 
our local politicians, including, but not 
limited to, our local Assembly Members, 
Senators, Members of Congress and Board 
of Supervisors. As Herald Publications 
publishes six newspapers that cover two 
districts, it should be interesting. Let us 
know what you think.

Heidi Maerker,  
Editor in Chief and CEO

	
  

Exceed your loved ones’ expectations…
send your valentines with Herald 

Publications!
Submit two ways:
1.   Mail your photo, editorial and check to: Herald Publications, 312 E. Imperial Ave,  

El Segundo, CA 90245. Please add “Valentines” on the front of the envelope.
2.  Email content to: pressrelease@heraldpublications.com. Please include contact 

information to process payment. 

	
  

Celebrate all your 
valentines: sweethearts, 
family, friends, teachers, 

co-workers, bosses,  
employees, customers, etc!

Hearts $50
(25 words)

Message:
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Name _______________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________
Phone _______________________________________________________________

	
  

Boxs $100 
(photo and 100 words)*
1/8 sq. boxes (5 1/16x3 7/8)

*(Photo and editorial must be provided by Friday, Feb. 3)
Valentine’s message to be published in our Feb. 9 issue.

Start a new tradition: 
Tweet your feelings! One 
free sweet tweet per person. 
140 words or less. Submit to: 
twitter@heraldpublications.
com)*.

The following students, all from Torrance, 
were named to the Dean’s List for the Fall 2012 
semester at Loyola Marymount University:

Lae-An Cantimbuhan, Selina Castro, 
Joseph Derian, Breanna Dungca, Julia 
Fleming, Lauren Hardin, Brendan Hen-
derson, Austin Hentrup, Hyun Min Kim, 
Kristine Kouyoumjian, Samantha Lopez, 

Congratulations
Sedrick Moore, Jaymie Niida, Andrew 
Petersen, Yuna Pyun, Aamir Rajani, Kaloni 
Sam, Madelynn Sanchez, Madeline Santy, 
Ariana Schwab, Michelle Siu, Mercedes 
Smith, Sara Tobias, Alexis Tucker, Jonathan 
Van Luven, Antigoni Vasilopoulou, Paige 
Vaughn, Kristine Wand, and In Wang. •

Friday, February 1
• Guest Artist series: Atlantic Steps, 8 

p.m., James Armstrong Theatre, 3330 Civic 
Center Drive. For more information call 
(310) 781-7171.
Saturday, February 2

• Covered Coat Hangers, 10- 11:30 a.m., 
Henderson Library, 4805 Emerald St. Free 
but registration is required: (310) 371-2075.
Sunday February 3

• Game Day Men’s Breakfast featuring 
Louis Zamperini, 6-8 a.m., Torrance Cultural 
Arts Center, 3330 Civic Center Drive. www.
kingsharbor.org.
Thursday, February 7

• Workshop: Financial Planning for the 
Business Owner, 6-7:30 p.m., Waddell & 
Reed, Inc. office, 3625 Del Amo Blvd., Suite 
360. RSVP to (310) 371-7036, ext. 160 or 
blwong01@wradvisors.com by Tuesday, 
February 5.

• Downtown Torrance Marketplace, 3 
p.m.-8 p.m., on El Prado Street, from Sartori 
to the Buffalo Fire Department.
Friday, February 8

• Studio Cabaret Series: Seth Greenberg 
Quartet with Gina Saputo, also Feb. 9, 7:30 
p.m., George Nakano Theatre, 3330 Civic 
Center Drive. For more information call 
(310) 781-7171.

• Glen Kamida & Friends Fundraising 
Concert, 7 p.m., James Armstrong Theatre, 
3330 Civic Center Drive. For more 
information call (310) 781-7171.
Saturday, February 9

• Torrance Sister City Association’s annual 

Yard Sale to benefit the student exchange 
program to Kashiwa Japan, 8-11:30 a.m., at 
22426 Palos Verdes Blvd.
Sunday, February 10

• “Tea at Two” - a Valentine’s Day Tea 
and Program, 2 p.m., Torrance Historical 
Society, 1345 Post Ave. RSVP by Feb. 3 to 
(310) 328-5392.
Wednesday, February 13

• South High Band Boosters 7th Annual 
“Sweet Jazz Night”, 6:30 p.m., South High 
Cafeteria, 4801 Pacific Coast Hwy. (Tickets: 
$7/person)

•  T U S D ’s  1 4 t h  A n n u a l  D a n c e 
Collaboration Effort, 7 p.m. (also Feb. 15), 
James Armstrong Theatre, 3330 Civic Center 
Drive. For more information call (310) 781-
7171.
Saturday, February 16

• Baskets Full of Quilts and More, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. (also Feb 17), Torrance Cultural 
Arts Center, 3330 Civic Center Drive.
Sunday, February 17

• Erth’s Dinosaur Petting Zoo, 2 p.m., 
James Armstrong Theatre, 3330 Civic Center 
Drive. For more information call (310) 781-
7171.
Ongoing

• Story Time, Sundays, 2-2:30 p.m., 
Poppies Bookstore, 3614 PCH. For more 
information call (310) 373-5553.

• Senior Days (age 50 or older) for 
February, M- F, 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Palos Verdes 
Bowl, 24600 Crenshaw Blvd. For more 
information contact Charlotte Melsh at 
charlotte@pvbowl.com or (310) 326-5120. •

PV Bowl Hosts Senior Day 
Specials

Palos Verdes Bowl will be having special 
Senior Days for the month of February, 
Monday through Friday, from 9am to 5pm.  
During this period, 99-cent games, 99-
cent shoe rentals and $2.99 lunch specials 
will apply. Seniors (age 50 or older) can 
register at http://pvbowl.com/seniordays 
or register in person when they arrive at 
the center.  Palos Verdes Bowl is located 
at 24600 Crenshaw Blvd. in Torrance 
and contact for additional information is 
Charlotte Melsh, charlotte@pvbowl.com 
or 310-326-5120.

Rock & Brews Wins City 
Approval for Second 

Location
Mesko Restaurant Group’s Rock & Brews 

Franchise has won unanimous approval at 
a council meeting to roll forward with its 
planned expansion and second location in 
the South Bay. Gratified by community 
support and favorable neighborhood 
response, the partners adjusted their initial, 
estimated $1 million restaurant design to 
eliminate potential noise concerns, and the 
Torrance City Council unanimously voted 
to approve the new design plan for the 

property, located on Pacific Coast Highway 
in The Riviera Village. The approved 
project constitutes a major beautification 
initiative for the property and will create 
more than 50 new local jobs. A “great 
food, drinks, and rock & roll inspired 
dream” of its partners, the Rock and Brews 
restaurant concept captures the excitement 
of live concerts in an authentically themed 
backstage environment that includes Rock 
& Brews “The Great Wall of Rock” with 
album and rock art, and multiple flat screen 
televisions. Its menu of musician’s favorite 
foods feed the soul as well as the appetite 
and features and ever-changing award-
wining craft beer selection offers hundreds 
of international artisanal breweries served 
up by a knowledgeable staff. South Bay 
entrepreneur Jon Mesko, in association 
with Rock and Brews co-founders, Los 
Angeles restaurateur Michael Zislis, rock 
icon and KISS front man Gene Simmons, 
and rock promoter Dave Furano will be 
the owner-operator of the Torrance-based 
restaurant. A spring 2013 opening is 
expected. For more information on Rock 
& Brews, interested persons may visit 
www.rockandbrews.com/pch •

Follow Us on Twitter  
@heraldpub
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Police Reports
The crimes listed are crimes where 

a report was taken by law enforcement 
agency and submitted for investigation. The 
outcome of the investigation or any criminal 
court proceeding are not considered when 
reporting crimes. The crimes are listed as 
follows: arson, simple assault, aggravated 
assault-weapon, auto theft, auto burglary, 
commercial burglary, residential burglary, 
homicide, strong-arm robbery, robbery with 
a weapon, theft and vandalism. The City 
of Torrance, or its employees or agents, 
shall assume no liability for: 1. Any errors, 
omissions, or inaccuracies in the information 
provided regardless of how caused; or 2. Any 
decision made or action taken or not taken 
by reader in reliance upon any information 
or data furnished hereunder. 

January 13-19, 2013
January 19

Burglary-Auto: 2300 BLOCK 236TH 
PL Suspect(s) smashes windows on two 
vehicles for entry and takes property/golf 
clubs, laptop, backpack.

Burglary-Auto: 2700 BLOCK 235TH ST 
Suspect(s) enters unlocked vehicle and takes 
property/registration, insurance, CD case, 
CDs, connector cord.

B u r g l a r y - Au t o :  2 6 0 0  B L O C K 
DALEMEAD ST Suspect(s) enters unlocked 
vehicle and takes property/GPS, Leatherman 
tool.

B u r g l a r y - Au t o :  2 5 0 0  B L O C K 
TORRANCE BLVD Suspect(s) smashes 
window for entry and takes property.

Battery-Weapon/Agg: 16900 BLOCK 
SPINNING AVE Suspect strikes victim in 
the face with a rake, breaking his nose. 

Robbery Strong-Arm: 17800 BLOCK 
YUKON AVE Suspect asks victim for the 
time then demands his property/cell phone. 

Burglary Residential: 600 BLOCK 
SARTORI AVE Suspect(s) cuts padlock for 
entry, but is scared off by falling property/
no loss. 

January 18
Theft: 4100 BLOCK 190TH ST Suspect(s) 

takes property from exterior of location/
copper valves.

Vandalism: 4000 BLOCK ARTESIA BLVD 
Suspect(s) tags alley wall. 

Burglary-Auto: 2600 BLOCK PACIFIC 
COAST HWY Suspect(s) takes victim’s keys 
from an unsecured locker and uses them 
to gain entry to victim’s vehicle and take 
property/wallet, watch.

Burglary-Commercial: LOMITA BLVD 
& HAWTHORNE BLVD Suspect(s) cuts 
chain link fence for entry to construction 
site and takes property/tools.

Auto Theft-All: 3700 BLOCK SPENCER 
ST Stolen vehicle: ‘05 Ford truck.

Vandalism: 2200 BLOCK AMAPOLA 
CT Suspect becomes enraged and smashes 
office property when teacher confiscates his 
marijuana. 

Burglary-Commercial: 22900 BLOCK 
HAWTHORNE BLVD Suspect(s) smashes 
glass door for entry, pries office door, ransacks 
office, attempts to pry open safe and takes 
property/cash.

Auto  Thef t -Al l :  18800  BLOCK 
HAWTHORNE BLVD Stolen vehicle: ‘13 
BMW M6.

Burglary-Auto: 2800 BLOCK 179TH ST 
Suspect(s) punches door lock for entry and 
takes property/wallet.

Robbery Strong-Arm: 2400 BLOCK 

FAIRCROSS ST Suspects enter unlocked 
door and ransack before victim returns 
home. When victim attempts to take photos 
of suspects and their vehicle with her phone, 
one of them pushes her down in the street 
and takes her property/cell phone, guns . 

Au t o  T h e f t - A l l :  2 8 0 0  B L O C K 
SEPULVEDA BLVD Stolen vehicle: ‘05 
Cadillac Escalade.

January 17
Theft: 1800 BLOCK 213TH ST Suspect(s) 

takes property from location/mesh gate.
Burglary-Auto: 2000 BLOCK ARTESIA 

BLVD Suspect(s) smashes window for entry 
and takes property/stereo.

Auto Theft-All: 23700 BLOCK WESTERN 
AVE Stolen vehicle: ‘12 Kia Optima.

Vandalism: 1600 BLOCK CABRILLO 
AVE Suspect attempts to break down door 
when denied entry, then uses a fire extinguisher 
to smash a window. 

Burglary-Residential: 24600 BLOCK 
MADISON ST Suspect(s) turns off main 
fuse, pries open sliding glass door for entry, 
ransacks and takes property/laptops, coin 
collection, cash. 

Auto Theft-All: 20800 BLOCK EARL 
ST Stolen vehicle: ‘05 Chevrolet Silverado.

B u rg l a r y - Au t o :  2 1 2 0 0  B L O C K 
HAWTHORNE BLVD Suspect(s) punches 
door lock for entry and takes property/ laptop, 
paperwork, tool bag, tools.

January 16
Burglary-Commercial: 1600 BLOCK 

CABRILLO AVE Suspect(s) enters office, 
forces open filing cabinets and takes property/
cash.

Robbery Strong-Arm: 18200 BLOCK 
CRENSHAW BLVD Suspect enters location 
and demands money from register, but flees 
with nothing.

Theft: M 3400 BLOCK SEPULVEDA 
BLVD Suspect(s) takes property from cart 
as victim shops/purse. 

Battery-Simple :  18400  BLOCK 
PATRONELLA AVE Suspect pepper sprays 
victim when he confronts her about her 
reckless driving. 

Au t o  T h e f t - A l l :  1 7 7 T H  S T  & 
HAWTHORNE BLVD Stolen vehicle: ‘94 
Nissan Sentra.

January 15
B u rg l a r y - Au t o :  2 4 6 0 0  B L O C K 

CRENSHAW BLVD Suspect(s) removes 
door lock for entry and takes property/cell 
phone. 	

Burglary-Residential: 18300 BLOCK 
PRAIRIE AVE Suspect(s) enters open window 
and takes property/cash, jewelry, camera. 

Burglary-Residential: 2400 BLOCK 
APPLE AVE Suspect(s) enters unlocked door 
and takes property/beer, cigarettes, lighter, 
cell phone. 

Auto  Thef t -Al l :  22300  BLOCK 
HAWTHORNE BLVD Stolen vehicle: ‘94 

See Police Reports, page 10

Brandlin		  from front page

Living Trusts/Wills, Probate, Employment Law, Personal Injury 
Trust and Estates Litigation, Business Litigation, Civil Litigation

310-540-6000
*AV Rated (Highest) Martindale - Hubbell / **Certified Specialist Estate Planning, Trust & Probate Law, State Bar of California, Board of Legal Specialization

A T T O R N E Y S  A T  L A W
Burkley & Brandlin LLP

times as a “super lawyer” --a designation 
noted annually in Los Angeles Magazine 
and achieved by fewer than five percent of 
his peers. Both carry the coveted, hard-to-
attain AV preeminent rating from Martindale 
Hubbell—the highest grade available for an 
attorney in the United States. Bruce hopes 
his son will follow in his footsteps someday. 
“Chris is a real workhorse and very motivated,” 
he said. “He is eager and willing to take 
some of the cases we’re reluctant to take.” 
The 27-year-old is also a master trainer and 
was Mr. Los Angeles and Mr. Hollywood 
in 2009, having won competitions in body 
sculpting. Bruce’s other two sons opted for 
careers in online sales and education. Brian 
has four children of his own, though so far 
none have indicated they wish to study law. 
But it’s still early…

Indeed the legal profession runs rampant 
in the Brandlin family, though not always 
directly. Two of Bruce and Brian’s uncles are 
attorneys. Father Robert, who moved to El 
Segundo in the ‘50s, actually graduated from 
law school with honors but decided not to 
take the bar and to go into real estate instead. 
Middle brother Jim has been a Los Angeles 
County Superior Court Judge since 1993 and 
was named the Los Angeles County Superior 
Court Judge of the Year in 2008. The Chief 
Justice of the State of California Supreme 
Court recently appointed Judge Brandlin to the 
Judicial Council of California. Cousin John is 
a practicing attorney in Orange County. Their 
other three siblings include Mike, a licensed 
real estate appraiser in Escondido, California; 
sister Mary Ellen Hinkle, a licensed Marriage 
Family and Child Counselor who had an 
office in El Segundo for many years and is 
now retired; and sister Patty Lantz, a retired 
systems analyst. Their parents continue to 
live in El Segundo within walking distance.

Neither Bruce nor Brian originally figured on 
law careers. Bruce enrolled in USC specifically 
to study dentistry, but after breaking both arms 
falling off a 12-foot stepladder while working 
as a grocery clerk, he had an epiphany that 
he couldn’t endure another year of chemistry 
class. Brian studied accounting in college with 
plans to pursue that field. “I was getting ready 
to sit for my accounting exam when Bruce 
asked me if I had an interest in becoming a 
lawyer and joining him in practice,” Brian 
said. “I hadn’t even thought about it before, 
but after finishing my accounting degree I 
decided to go to law school. As it happens, I 
end up using my accounting skills every day.”

After Bruce left private practice to work 
with KV Mart, Brian soldiered on solo until 
2005 when he joined forces with Rod Burkley 
who worked down the hall. “I had to move 
my desk a whole 30 feet,” said Brian. 

Though fixtures of the Torrance business 
community, the Brandlins hope to eventually 
open a satellite office in Downtown El Segundo 
on Grand Avenue just east of Main Street 
where a sign with Bruce’s name and phone 
number has been in place since 1979. “I 
always get people saying, ‘I saw your office 
in El Segundo,’ but Brian’s been getting all 
the calls,” Bruce said.

Second office or not, the brothers hope to 
continue working together for many years 
to come and have no plans to ever move 
out of Torrance or El Segundo. If anything, 
technological advancements allow them to 
streamline their work more than ever and spend 
quality at home rather than being buried in 
documents around the clock at the office. That 
flexibility is especially important nowadays 
for Brian, who has been active coaching his 
kids’ various sports teams over the last decade. 
“It used to be to do research, you had to 
go to a law library and that was one of the 
biggest expenses for the firm—not only to buy 
books, but maintain them every month,” he 
explained. “Now you don’t necessarily need 
books anymore since everything is online and 
you just pay a subscription that allows you to 
access a centralized database.” Bruce added, 
“Young lawyers these days don’t even need 
legal assistants, though we’ve had the same 
two—Annie and Maureen--for more than 25 
years. I’m still an old-fashioned guy with a 
dictating machine.”

Despite a combined 60 years in law, the 
brothers Brandlin remain enthusiastic about 
their jobs and never succumbed to burnout. 
“Every day is different and challenging and 
no two cases are the same,” said Brian. Bruce 
agreed, adding, “I just like being a lawyer. 
Working with my son and my brother makes 
it that much better...”

then they will not stay,” Ball said. “People 
have to enjoy what they are doing and have a 
commitment to it. We see people still loving 
to read. They have not quit reading and when 
we see children--like today--buying books, 
that is great.” 

The strong relationship between the Friends 
and the library not only facilitates organizing 
events like the book sale, but also makes the 
efforts to provide additional resources to library 
patrons more efficient. “A while ago, I had 
organized a meeting with several of the Friends 
of the Library groups in the South Bay in hopes 
that they could all kind of learn from each other, 
and they certainly did,” Vinke said. “One of the 
things that I found out was that we have one of 
the largest and strongest Friends organizations 
and we are very happy about that. We are very 
fortunate that our group is very well-organized 
and that we have a very effective Friends of the 

Library president. Without them, we certainly 
would not be able to provide everything that we 
are looking forward to. We feel very fortunate 
and we also try to support the Friends in any 
way that we can to facilitate their organization. 
We are very separate entities and we keep those 
lines separate--but in any way that we can be 
mutually beneficial, we do that.” 

The next book sales are scheduled for Friday, 
April 26 for Friends of the Library members 
from 2 to 6 p.m.; Saturday, April 27 from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. for the general public; Saturday 
July 20, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. for the general public; 
Friday, October 18 for Friends of the Library 
members from 2 to 6 p.m.; and Saturday, 
October 19 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. for the 
general public. For more information on the 
Friends or to donate books, persons interested 
can call (310) 618-5959. •

Friends		  from front page 

Visit us online:  
www.heraldpublications.com
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Political Penguin One Man’s Opinion

“The key component that seems to drive the insatiable media engine 
is being first to the plate.”

By Duane Plank
So do ya think that the reason that the “cold” 

that I have been carrying around for the last 
three weeks hasn’t miraculously disappeared 
is because I was too pig-headed to get a 
flu shot? Been continuously wheezing and 
coughing and hope that the ailment is under 
control by now. Promise next time to listen 
to the well-meaning column supporters, some 
who may actually know what they are talking 
about and may have a med background, when 
they advise this scribe to get a flu shot prior 
to the onslaught of the pesky flu scourge. 

Penning the Penguin a couple of days after 
the inauguration, assuming not much spit 
would hit the fan. Not quite true. Secretary 

of State Hillary Clinton was front and center, 
appearing before the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, accepting responsibility for the 
tragic deaths of four Americans last September 
11, who died at the hands of dirt bags who 
attacked the American consulate in  Libya.

When the four Americans were murdered, 
all heck broke loose, as it usually does when 
24-hour news outlets, uninformed bloggers 
and Twitter-heads all take to the social media 
spectrum to pontificate about a tragic event 
that they have no clue about.

Remember, in today’s social media free 
for all, doesn’t seem to matter if you are 
accurate in what you say and report. Rather, 
the key component that seems to drive the 
insatiable media engine is being first to the 
plate and seeing how many hits you get 
on your website, or followers that you can  
misinform with your Twitter musings. And 
folks make money doing it. Dang! 

Anyway, Clinton, who has cashed in 
her Sec. of State chips in favor of ex-Pres 
candidate and Massachusetts pol John Kerry 

and may make a run for the Presidency in 
2016, showed some major cojones responding 
to the grandstanding accusations parried at her 
by some of the publicity-seeking Republicans 
like rookie Senator Wisconsite Ron Johnson.

Hillary made a nice stand. Not the biggest 
fan of the brains behind Slick Willie, but 
have to give her credit when credit is due.   

So the POTUS gave his final inaugural 
speech last week, and the excitement inside 
the Beltway wasn’t quite as palpable as the 
cold January day in 2009 when the onetime 
long-shot Presidential candidate/turned White 
House resident took over the reins of power 
in Washington.

According to published reports, the 

attendance for the second Obama inauguration 
was definitely down from the heady days of 
2009, when pie-in-the-sky political rhetoric 
took center stage. And before realism set in 
and the nuts and bolts reality of trying to pull 
a country out of a devastating recession while 
dealing with a plethora of folks on the right 
side of the aisle who had and have decidedly 
different views on what needed to be done, 
still needs to be done, to elevate America 
back to halcyon times.

The President’s speech was relatively short, 
topping off at the 18-minute mark. He played 
to both sides of the often fractious political 
aisle, praising “the patriots of 1776,” offering 
frank skepticism of central authority and 
pointing out that big government can’t be 
expected to take care of each and every ill.

Obama’s supports hysterically chanted, 
“Four more years!” at this summer’s 
Democratic convention. They have been 
granted their wish. Let’s see what the lame 
duck Pres is able to accomplish in the next 
48 months… •

By Gerry Chong
Not surprisingly, Time Magazine named 

President Obama the 2012 Man of the Year; 
but in fact, they have under-measured his 
influence. He has already been the most 
transformative President in the 236-year 
history of the country, and in the next 
four years, promises to make this country 
unrecognizable to anyone over the age of 40.

In his first term, he:
--Made it acceptable for the government 

to seize a private firm and install his own 
management team.

--Introduced a government-run health 
insurance scheme.

--Waged war in Libya without a 
Congressional declaration of war.

--Issued 926 Presidential edicts, more 
than seven times the number issued by all 
Presidents in the last 100 years.

--Raised the national debt 155 percent 
in four years, from $10.6 trillion to 16.4 
trillion, while exclaiming that we do not 
have a spending problem.

In his next term, he promises to be even 
more aggressive. In his brief, 18-minute 
Inauguration speech, the President identified 
his targets for the next 48 months. Specifically, 
he will:

--Retain all entitlements and expand their 
growth.

--Aggressively address climate change 
by limiting the production of oil, natural 
gas and coal while continuing the role of 
venture capitalism by subsidizing Newby 
clean energy companies.

--Address election reform, making it easier 
for all to vote, regardless of qualifications 
to do so.

--Create a path to citizenship for all 
immigrants, regardless of the conditions under 
which they arrived in this country.

--End 10 years of armed conflicts.
--Expand gay rights.

--Restrict gun rights, based on 23 
Presidential edicts.

--Successfully implement Obamacare’s 
15,000 pages of regulations.

--Reform the tax code to raise revenue 
from all classes.

--Forcefully implement the Dodd-Frank 
bill to control Wall Street.

Defying Bill Clinton, who said, “The era 
of big government is over,” Obama intends 
to accomplish 10 monumental tasks in 48 
months, averaging one major transformation 
every four to five months! 

But on Inauguration Day, there was an 
elephant hovering over the celebration. The 
President had chosen not to address the 
admonition from the Office of Management 
and Budget, issued one week earlier, 
that “absent policy changes, the federal 
government continues to face an unsustainable 
fiscal path.”

The President successfully negotiated a 
tax increase on the wealthy, totaling $62 
billion per year. But that increase constitutes 
only 1.67 percent of spending...a spit in the 
ocean…and enough to fund the government 
for only six days!

With no administrative plans for domestic 
spending reductions, with Democrats refusing 
to pass an annual budget, and the Federal 
Reserve flooding the market with $85 billion 
per month, the country plunges toward 
financial purgatory. 

In denial, the President has requested 
that the country either eliminate entirely 
any limitation on government spending, or 
alternatively give him the unilateral right to 
establish the debt level without the approval 
of Congress. 

The President’s 10-point plan is loved 
by some and detested by others, but will 
only be a sideshow if he becomes the man 
who presides over the financial unraveling 
of America. •

American Tire 22940 Hawthorne Blvd. 
Arco 23510 Crenshaw Blvd.
Arico Hallmark 3856 Sepulveda Blvd.
Artesian Car Wash 17500 Prairie Ave.
Benihana 21327 Hawthorne Blvd.
Billy’s Deli & Cafe 5160 W. 190th St.
Bottle Shop 2087 Torrance Blvd.
Buffalo Fire Department 1261 Cabrillo Ave.
Capricciosa Italian  24301 Crenshaw Blvd
 Chamber Of Commerce 3400 Torrance Blvd.
Chase Bank 2549 P.C.H., Torrance 
Chateau Liquor 4545 W. Sepulveda Blvd.
Chinese Shanghai Restaurant 2880 P.C.H., Torrance
Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf 21300B Hawthorne Blvd. 
Cookin’ Stuff 2722 Sepulveda Blvd., Torrance
Cop-A-Tan 24231 Crenshaw Blvd.
Cousin Vinny’s Cafe 5150 W. 190th St.
Creative Cuts Int’l. 21217 Hawthorne Blvd.
Crest Restuarant and Bar 1625 Cabrillo Ave.
Dee Hardison Gym 2400 Jefferson St.
Del Amo Car Wash  20505 Hawthorne Blvd.
Del Amo Professional Pharmacy 21320 Hawthorne Blvd.
Dino’s Burgers 1975 Torrance Blvd.
Eddie’s Barber Shop  2455 W. Sepulveda Blvd. 
El Camino College 16007 Crenshaw Blvd.
El Pollo Inka 23705 Hawthorne Blvd.
Frank’s Liquor 1601 Cabrillo Ave.
Froots 21219 Hawthorne Blvd. 
Griffith Adult Center 2291 Washington Ave. 
Hamilton Adult Center 2606 W. 182nd St. 
Hof’s Hut  23635 Crenshaw Blvd.
Home Team Realty 23900 Hawthorne Blvd.
Jack’s Pizza 5007 P.C.H., Torrance
1-Naba Japanese Restaurant 20920 Hawthorne Blvd.

Ken’s Market 901 Inglewood Ave., Redondo Bch
L. A. Fitness 3550 W. Carson St #404
La Cocina 4438 182nd St., Redondo Bch.
Lingley Chevron Extra Mile 23420 Crenshaw Blvd.
Little Company Of Mary Hospital 4101 Torrance Blvd.
Little Company Of Mary Medical Cntr 4201 Torrance Blvd.
Courtyard Torrance 1925 190th St.
Massey’s House of Flowers 25929 S. Western Blvd.
Miyako Hybrid Hotel 21381 S. Western Ave.
Mercedes Benz of South Bay 3311 P.C.H., Torrance
Golden Camel 21006 Hawthorne Blvd.
Pacific Porsche 2900 P.C.H., Torrance
Palos Verdes Bowl 24600 Crenshaw Blvd.
Pediatric Therapy Network 1815 W. 213th St., Suite 100
Infiniti South Bay 3233 P.C.H., Torrance 
Power Volvo 3010 P.C.H., Torrance 
Pregnancy Help Center 1311 Crenshaw Blvd., Suite A
Prudential Real Estate 23530 Hawthorne Blvd.
Ralphs 1413 Hawthorne Blvd.
Ralphs , 5035 P.C.H., Torrance
Rascal’s Teriyaki Grill 5111 Torrance Blvd.
RE/MAX Exec South Bay 23740 Hawthorne Blvd.
Residence Inn 3701 Torrance Blvd.
Seashore Chinese 5137 Calle Mayor
Seafood Town Chinese Resturant 22922 Hawthorne Blvd.
Shakey’s Pizza 5105 Torrance Blvd., Torrance
Shoe Dog 25359 Crenshaw Blvd. 
Shorewood Realty 1009 Torrance Blvd.
Sign-A-Rama 1820 W. Carson St., Suite 204 
Snax Restaurant 4535 Sepulveda Blvd.
South Bay BMW 18800 Hawthorne Blvd.
South End Racquet & Health Club 2800 Skypark Dr.
Southeast Torrance Library 23115 Arlington Ave.
Southwood Dry Cleaners 22232 Palos Verdes Blvd.

Spires Restaurant 1750 Sepulveda Blvd  
Starbuck’s Coffee 5005 P.C.H., Torrance
Staybridge Suites Hotel 19901 Prairie Ave.
T.R.G. Real Estate Group 3480 Torrance Blvd.
Manee Thai Massage 24020 Vista Montana #A
The Depot  1250 Cabrillo Ave.
The Little Gym 21203 Hawthorne Blvd.  
Tony Roma’s 24301 Crenshaw Blvd.
Toraya Ramen Restaurant 24231 Crenshaw Blvd., #D 
Torrance Bakery 1341 El Prado Ave.
Torrance City Hall 3031 Torrance Blvd.
Torrance Cultural Arts Center 3320 Civic Center
Torrance Library  3301 Torrance Blvd.
Torrance Library 4805 Emerald St.
Torrance Police Dept. 3300 Civic Center
Torrance Police Dept. 3624 Artesia Blvd.
Torrance Produce Market & Deli 1303 El Prado Ave.  
Torrance Recreation Center 3341 Torrance Blvd.
Tortilla Cantina 1225 El Prado Ave.
Toyota North America 19001 S. Western Ave. 
Tucker’s Market 3690 Newton St. 
Vince’s Spaghetti 23609 Hawthorne Blvd.
Wahoo’s Fish Taco 3556 Torrance Blvd.
Walgreens 2690 P.C.H., Torrance
Walgreens 4142 P.C.H., Torrance 
Walgreens 2976 W. Sepulveda Blvd.
Walgreens 2321 Hawthorne Blvd, Redondo Beach 
Walgreens 22930 S. Western Ave.
Walser’s Art Supplies & Recycling 23145 Kashiwa Court
West End Raquet & Health 4343 Spencer St.
Western Museum of Flight 3315 Airport Drive
‘Y’ Not Burgers 22940 Hawthorne Blvd
Yamabuki Restaurant  23863 Hawthorne Blvd. 
YMCA Torrance-South Bay 2900 E. Sepulveda Blvd.

Looking for the Torrance Tribune?
You can find us at all the following locations as well as our Web site: www.heraldpublications.com
Want a subscription? For $95 a year, we will mail a newspaper to your home. Just mail us a check. We will use the address on the check for your subscription address,  
unless instructions state otherwise.  Mail the check to Herald Publications, 312 E. Imperial Ave., El Segundo, 90245.  Please add “Torrance Subscription” in the memo line.
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Up and Adam

We Want to Share the Love by

       Doubling your Ad Size . . .

Valentine’s Day Ad Special  
exclusively for your Business

Herald Publications

Regular Customers (12x or More)  
Get double the ad size of your current ad. 

Not a Regular Customer? 
Then enjoy our discounted Valentine rate.  

For more information contact us at Herald Publications: 310.322.1813

Buying an ad for our  
Valentine’s Day Special section?

See Up and Adam, page 9See Sports, page 9

By Adam Serrao
It wasn’t long ago that the West High 

Warriors were battling for first place in 
the Bay League. Then league play started 
and head coach Paul Nitake saw his team’s 
performance take a dramatic dip. Now 
struggling to keep their collective heads 
above water, the Warriors have dropped 
in the standings to fifth place--ahead of 
only Palos Verdes, which is still winless 
in league play and accounted for West’s 
only league victory of the season. The team 
that started the Warriors off on their slide 
was back in town last Friday night as West 
took on the Mira Costa Mustangs at Mira 
Costa. The Warriors came out strong to 
start the game, but went cold in the third 
quarter to ultimately take another loss to 
their league rivals, dropping their last game 
of the season against Mira Costa by a final 
score of 54-52.

Sensing the severity of the game, the 
Warriors came out pumped up and ready 
to play against their league rival Mustangs. 
The first quarter not only saw them get 
the ball rolling on offense, but also show 
up defensively in limiting Costa to only 
nine first quarter points. By halftime the 
Warriors were looking pretty solid, able 
to maintain a 25-22 lead. The third quarter 
is when it all fell apart for the Warriors, 
however. Coming out of the locker room 
cold, in drastic opposition to Mira Costa’s 
newfound intensity, West was only able 
to muster eight more points. It suffered 
letdowns on defense as well, leading to 
the highest scoring quarter of the game 

Warriors Battle, But Fall
for the Mustangs who dropped 19 in the 
period. That quarter alone took away the 
Warriors’ three-point halftime lead and 
put them down by eight going in the final 
quarter of play. Stefan Inouye, who had 
a game-high 16 points for the Warriors, 
led the team in the fourth quarter as the 
two rivals went at each other. Ultimately, 
however, the Mustangs were able to hang 
on because of their great third quarter and 
notch the two-point victory on the night. 

There is still at least some good news 
for the Warriors going forward, as small 
as it might be. In their next game, they 
take on the same Palos Verdes team that 
has yet to notch a win in league play this 
year and that has given the Warriors their 
only victory in the same amount of time. 
The Warriors can use the game against PV 
to get themselves back on track and put 
together some wins toward the end of the 
regular season--although even winning out 
may not get them an at-large bid into the 
playoffs. There is much to build on for next 
year for these Warriors, who will see their 
most consistent statistical player, Xavier 
Basso, return for his senior year.

South High vs. Torrance High
The game between South High and 

Torrance High was a story of two teams 
heading in two entirely separate directions. 
The Spartans are in second place in the 
Pioneer League standings and have won 
five out of their last six games. The Tartars, 
however, have been struggling all season 
long and have now dropped 13 games in 

By Adam Serrao
The professional American football team 

that is the San Francisco 49ers has made 
it back to the Super Bowl to play on the 
grandest stage of them all in Super Bowl 
XLVII. But these aren’t your 49ers of old. 
The days of Joe Montana, Ronnie Lott, 
Jerry Rice and Steve Young and the five 
Super Bowl championships that came in 
just a 14-year span are long gone. Now 
it’s Frank Gore, Patrick Willis and Colin 
Kaepernick working out of an extremely 
modern pistol formation that no team has 
seemed to be able to solve to this day. John 
Harbaugh and his Baltimore Ravens are 
running on all cylinders, though, and have 
a completely healthy defense that, while 
all playing together, is one of the best the 
game has ever seen. Super Bowl XLVII 
has many provocative storylines involving 
two teams that are on a roll looking to take 
home the much-coveted Vince Lombardi 
Trophy. In the end, which team’s storyline 
will be best?

The 49ers are the only team in NFL 
history to appear in more than one Super 
Bowl without ever losing. Ray Lewis, Terrell 
Suggs, Haloti Ngata and Ed Reed will be 
looking to change that little fun fact come 
Super Bowl Sunday--the same Super Bowl 
Sunday that will see two brothers (John and 
Jim Harbaugh) coach against each other for 
the first time ever in that game’s history. 
Undoubtedly, that will be the preeminent 
storyline of this year’s Super Bowl, but it is 
not the first time that the two have coached 
against one another. The Ravens met the 49ers 
on Thanksgiving Day in 2011, marking the 
first time two brothers faced each other as 

Gold Rush
head coaches in NFL history. Big brother 
John got the best of that one, coming out 
as thankful as can be with a 16-6 win over 
the Niners on that day. This time, Jim will 
be out to prove that even little brothers have 
more than enough of to be thankful for…

One of the things that the Niners’ head 
coach is most thankful for is his first-year 
quarterback Colin Kaepernick. The 49ers’ 
victory in the NFC championship game 
against the Atlanta Falcons was only 
Kaepernick’s ninth NFL start. Perhaps no 
two starts have been bigger than his last 
two against Green Bay and the Falcons 
respectively. In those two starts (his only 
two playoffs starts ever), Kaepernick showed 
the world why Jim Harbaugh made such 
a great choice in selecting him over Alex 
Smith as the starting quarterback of the team. 
Against Green Bay, Kaepernick won the 
game with his legs, rushing for 181 yards 
and two touchdowns on the ground. The 
next week against the Falcons, however, he 
used his arm, throwing for 233 yards and a 
touchdown with no interceptions. “He can 
do whatever,” starting running back Frank 
Gore said. “He’s a hard worker. He’s a 
different quarterback, how he takes pride 
and leads us.” Gore is right. Kaepernick 
certainly is a different breed and that’s 
why his coach picked him over Smith--a 
decision that all of the 49er faithful may 
not have been on board with when it was 
first made. But a quarterback that can run 
the ball and throw it just as effectively is 
certainly not conventional nowadays, to 
say the least. Kaepernick constantly keeps 
defenses guessing and that is what makes 
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STEAK & LOBSTER
SUNDAYS & MONDAYS

L I M I T E D  T I M E  O F F E R !

ONLY $24.95
THE PERFECT COMBINATION

Tender Steak Medallions with Bordelaise Sauce  
and a Delicious Lobster Tail with Melted Butter.

2101 ROSECRANS AVENUE  |  EL SEGUNDO, CA 90245  |  310.416.1123

and how to bang them
by Chef Shafer

The Chef

         o you remember when you where young and the fresh potatoes your mom 

would buy at the market where so sweet that just a little salt and oil would turn 

them into a great treat for dinner? Well there are potatoes that are now available 

that have that great flavor. They are Yukon Golds or yellow potatoes. These potatoes 

are great for roasting or baking. They are very meaty without being too starchy. 

Here is a great way to serve them with roast chicken, grilled seafood 

or even breakfast with eggs.

D  

Live, Love, Laugh, Eat
Chef Shafer, Owner/Chef of Depot, Buffalo Fire Dept., 
and the Downtown Torrance Market Place.

Chef Shafer’s  
Yukon Potato Hash

3 lbs Yukon potatoes diced in ½ inch cubes
½ cup olive oil
2 tablespoons kosher salt
2 tablespoons paprika
2 tablesspoons black pepper
2 large onions diced
1 lb red chard or kale chopped
2 cups chicken broth
1 lb of bacon diced

1.	 Mix the potatoes, onions, oil, salt, pepper, and paprika and roast in 
oven at 375° for 20 min. Or until tender.

2.	 In a hot saute pan cook the bacon until golden brown.
3.	 Add the chard and mix together with the bacon.

Add the cooked potatoes and the broth mix and serve. •Let sit for 10 minutes, 
then grill and eat. •
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Not Valid on Holidays.  With Coupon.  Not valid with any other 
coupon, discount or special.  Least expensive entrée free up to 
$10.  One coupon per table.  Dine-in only.  Expires 3/3/13.

FREE 
Lunch* or Dinner*

VALID LUNCH 11AM TO 3PM OR DINNER 3PM TO CLOSE

Buy One Lunch or Dinner &  
Two Beverages and get the second Lunch or 

Dinner FREE! (up to $10 off)
*Excludes Appetizers and Specials

(310) 540-9799 
22252 Palos Verdes Blvd., Torrance

One Block South of Sepulveda

Dine In
Take Out

Catering and  
Free Home Delivery

310-335-0066
202 A. East Imperial Ave.
El Segundo, CA 90245

LARGE PIZZA
with 1 topping

$1099 Plus Tax • Limited Time 

$2 Beers
Tuesday and Wednesday nights

(BPT) - Did you know that when you and 
your family dine out, you are helping your 
community’s economy and the economy at 
large? That’s because restaurants employ 
millions of Americans nationwide.

Overall, unemployment remains high as 
the nation slowly makes its way out of 
recession. One bright spot in the jobs picture 
is the restaurant industry, which continues to 
outpace the national economy when it comes 
to driving job growth.

Why is that? Because Americans love 
to dine out. In fact, more than nine out of 
10 say they enjoy going to restaurants, and 
nearly half say it’s an essential part of their 
lifestyle. When more people dine out, order 
delivery and use takeout, restaurants staff up 
to keep up with demand.

The restaurant industry is currently the 
second-largest private sector employer, 
providing career opportunities for more than 
13 million people, or one out of every 10 

Dining Out Drives U.S. Job Growth

working individuals, according to the NRA’s 
2013 Restaurant Industry Forecast. Since the 
employment recovery began in March 2010, 
restaurants have created more than 701,000 
new positions - only the professional services 
and health care industries have created more 
jobs during that same time.

From restaurant managers to chefs to 
servers, restaurants offer a wide range of 
jobs, often with quick opportunities to rise 
up the ranks. Restaurants are also a training 
ground for budding entrepreneurs and even 
careers in other industries, as half of all 
Americans have worked in a restaurant at 
some point in their lives. One-third of adults 
got their first job in a restaurant, and eight 
out of 10 restaurant owners started in entry-
level positions.

So next time you dine out, you’re not only 
getting a delicious meal and quality time 
with family and friends - you’re doing your 
part in creating jobs for the U.S. economy.•

El Segundo 

Now Open 

Sundays
Catering Available

VALENTINO  S♥ 
Pizza, Pasta & More

“A Taste of Brooklyn”

1 LARGE 16” PIZZA
with one topping

$1199

2 MEDIUM 14” PIZZA
with one topping

$1599
Plus Tax. Extra toppings additional cost. No substitutions, please. 

Please mention coupon when ordering. One per customer. 
Expires 2/14/13

Plus Tax. Extra toppings additional cost. No substitutions, please. 
Please mention coupon when ordering. One per customer. 

Expires 2/14/13

EL SEGUNDO
150 S Sepulveda Blvd.

310-426-9494

MANHATTAN BEACH
976 Aviation Blvd. 

310-318-5959

Now Open Sundays
Ample 

Seating

DELIVERY IN LIMITED AREA AT BOTH LOCATIONS
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TerriAnn in Torrance

By TerriAnn Ferren
The latest exhibit at the Torrance Art 

Museum, Paradox Maintenance Technicians, is 
one of the most extraordinary and unique art 
exhibits I have ever seen. The title intrigued 
me, so last week I attended the opening 
festivities, viewed the works and spoke with 
some of the artists. Museum Curator Max 
Presneill revealed that this is the first time 
each artist was asked to write a separate text 
in the first person about their piece describing 
it as they see it. “We want to see how that 
affects people--give people an entranceway to 
what the artist is thinking about at the time,” 
Presneill said. “That is the major change and 
I think this is going to be [what we will be] 
trying to do for most of the exhibitions now 
if it seems to work out.” This was exciting 
to me because I always wondered what the 
artist wanted to convey through their work. 
The fact that I would find out at this exhibit 
was exciting. 

This exhibit consisted mainly of modern 
art. Presneill commented, “[Modern art] 
seems to be increasing--the resurgence of 
abstraction in L.A.” The first artist to explain 
her work was Helen Rebekah Garber. Born 
and raised in New York to Orthodox Jews, 
she moved to Los Angeles 10 years ago to 
attend Cal Arts. After moving back to New 
York, she returned to California. Living in 
Los Angeles for the past five years, Garber 
uses the principles of classical painting in 
her work and takes her ideas from history. 
Her piece, The Stone (72” x 84”), is done in 
oil and weighs about 150 pounds. “I like to 
work with ‘symbology’ from the reflective of 
conscious,” explained Garber. “My work is 
based in binding spiritual symbols and pushing 
them as far as I can push them geometrically 
and still give a feeling of holiness or power in 
the work. My family are Yemenite Jews and I 
began looking at old heirlooms and jewelry…
find out what I could do with it…so what I 
like to do is work with basic geometry and 
see how I can assign meaning to the circles 
or a time--and I found it really interesting 
how things are reinterpreted within different 
cultures.” She went on to share that this is 

Modern Art Explained

the first piece she has done in full color. 
She has been working monochromatically 
up until this piece. The Stone is not only 
large, but bright and happy. The nine layers 
of paint cover on the canvas with passion. 
Garber added, “I like to leave things a little 
bit ambiguous, so when people look at my 
work they bring their own experiences to it.” 
What I found really amazing was that these 
pieces containing that much paint can take 
up to one year to fully dry.

Toward the back of the gallery hangs The 
Formation of Crag by Esmeralda Montes, a 
large 53”x 48 1/2” painting that is part of a 
series. “I work in a series of paintings--I work 
on about 12 at a time,” said Montes. “They 
often rotate, so let’s say it is ongoing. I need 
to pause and come back to it. It took me four 
to five months to complete the series. There 
still are two that are not there [completed].”

I was amazed at all the bright and innovative 
pieces I saw on the gleaming white walls. 
Everywhere I turned I saw very different 
pieces, but I knew exactly what the artist was 
thinking because I read the text beside the 
pieces. I was admiring an oil painting (Deevie 
by Aaron Smith) of an Edwardian/Victorian 
man dressed very properly but painted in 
vivid color with brush strokes reminiscent 
of the Impressionist style. As I admired this 
piece, Lonette Rappoport approached me and 
commented, “The way the color is used, I 
think that the statement made in the face 
and the beard and the way he’s [the artist] 
used color is very original. I’ve not seen 
this done before and it’s really intriguing. I 
think the entire painting is intriguing. I live 
in Pasadena and I’ve been involved with the 
Pasadena Arts Commission for a long time 
and this show is so far superior to what 
I’m used to seeing there--it’s a pleasure to 
be here.” Wow, that comment made me feel 
proud of my town.

Moving to the corner of the museum I 
saw another visitor, Chris Barnard, who was 
admiring a piece and shared, “I’m in town for 
an exhibit I’m in, The New World, presented 
by Chaffey College and The Wignall Museum. 
I am now based in New York. As a painter 

who had been based in L.A., it’s exciting to 
see all the forms that painting can take these 
days. Seems like a good time to be painting 
in Los Angeles.” No kidding!

There was one painting I didn’t get at all 
until I met the artist, spoke with her and 
then miraculously understood and could fully 
appreciate what she was saying and how she 
said it. Her first time showing in a museum 
and a teacher at Long Beach State University, 
Claudia Morales McCain’s Platli, a 72” x 
60” oil and collage, is most surprising. “It’s 
a mixed media piece,” said Morales McClain. 
“It starts off sort of building up the layers 
with texture and slowly adding acrylic paint 
and oil paint on top of that. And some of the 
more thick marks are done with oil sticks. 
What I love is maybe soft marks like this 
with more aggressively painter strokes on 
top of it.”

Toward the entrance of the gallery is a large 
multicolored kaleidoscope painting called The 
Rose by Andrew Foster. Foster grew up in 
the South Bay and currently teaches at the 
Otis College of Art and Design, in addition 
to holding private classes in the area. Foster 
said, “[I]chose to write my whole quote as 
artists’ quotes that I like. I spent just about 
a year working on it along with other pieces. 
It’s kind of consolidated into a singular 
idea. I didn’t even want to do it in my own 
words. There is so much that I respond to 
from other artists so I used this opportunity 
to share who those are and what they said.”

Walking out of the gallery, I turned right 
where the most magnificent faces made of 
pigmented gypsum--plaster were hung on 
both sides of the hallway near the entrance 
of the museum. This collection, Symphony of 
Mankind, was put together by the artist--Karen 
Cope out of her larger 144-piece work One 
Gross Face. “I originally sculpted 144 that 
opened at the James Gray Gallery and because 
it opened on 12-12-12…so one gross as in 
a unit of measure. This is a smaller version 
of it--that’s why we call this a Symphony 
of Mankind,” explained Cope. The faces are 
intriguing, beckon you to take a closer look 
and yes, you can touch. I asked the artist if 

the faces depicted real people and she said all 
her faces are from models. Classically trained 
and spending three years at the Florence 
Academy in Italy, Cope is dedicated to her 
art. “This all drives from the truth of the 
human form,” she said. “Touch to me and 
texture is the most important ‘cuz they are 
somewhat unfinished [the faces] because we 
are all unfinished works of art. This is my 
grandfather--Kenneth Hagarty, age 93--and I 
told him I would never finish him because he 
is still working as an artist every day. He’s 
an inventor and my inspiration and he made 
this happen. He is my biggest supporter!” 
Teaching is something many of these very 
talented artists do and Cope is no exception. 
She teaches adults at Cope Studios hoping 
they will in turn teach their children to create 
throughout their lives. Cope told me that she 
believes every one of us has a story that is 
written on our presence and our bodies.

How did Cope get started? At the age of 
seven, her father kept her busy by sitting her 
down with a bar of soap and a knife. What 
came out of that was a whale, a turtle and 
anything else she could figure out at that 
age. “I have always been different,” Cope 
confided. “I had a second grade teacher who 
told us all to go outside and draw the tree. 
They all drew and ran away in 10 minutes 
and she said an hour later, after recess she 
found me out there drawing and she entered 
it into a contest and it won without anyone 
knowing and I got surprised at the assembly. 
What a neat teacher!”

Paradox Maintenance Technicians at the 
Torrance Art Museum (TAM) January 19 
to March 9, 2013 truly is one of the best 
modern art exhibits I have seen, largely due 
to the explanation by each artist. Reading 
the artists’ comments on each piece of art 
helped to explain the world of modern art to 
me in a way I have never before appreciated. 
Bravo! The exhibit’s diversity and beauty 
is remarkable and all this is located right 
here in Torrance. Check out the museum at 
3320 Civic Center Drive or access www.
torranceartmuseum.com. •

The Rose by Andrew Foster.

Sculptor, Karen Cope beside a sculpture of her grandfather, 93 year old  Kenneth Hagarty.Artist Helen Rebekah Garber in front of her piece, The Stone.

Platli by Claudia Morales 
McCain.

Photos by TerriAnn Ferren.
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“For a very low income family, receiving this credit can make 
a significant difference in their lives.”

Computer Ninja

Courtesy of Internal Revenue Services
The Internal Revenue Service and partners 

nationwide have launched the Earned Income 
Tax Credit Awareness Day outreach campaign, 
aimed at helping millions of Americans who 
earned $50,270 or less take advantage of the 
Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC).

Local officials and community organizations 
across the country are sponsoring more than 
250 news conferences and other outreach 
events highlighting the benefits of this key 
work incentive for low-and moderate-income 
workers and working families. The annual 
campaign is necessary because one-third of 
the eligible population changes each year as 
their financial, marital and parental statuses 
change. Although an estimated four out of 
five eligible workers and families get the 
credit, one in five still miss out on it, either 
because they don’t claim it when filing, or 
don’t file a tax return at all.

“A large part of the nation sees major 

changes every year with their tax situation,” 
said IRS Acting Commissioner Steven T. 
Miller. “This year, millions of workers 
could qualify for EITC for the first time, 
and the IRS urges them not to overlook this 
valuable credit.”

The EITC varies by income, family size 
and filing status. The average EITC amount 
last year was around $2,200.

As many as one out of five people eligible 
to claim this credit miss out because they 
don’t apply. If you work, and earned under 
$50,000 last year, you could receive up to 
$5,891 by claiming the credit on your 2012 
Federal tax returns.

In El Segundo, there are 10,441 tax returns 
claiming the earned income tax credit for a 
total of $21,207,400.

“To receive the credit, eligible Californians 
must file a tax return and claim what they’ve 
earned through EITC,” said CSD Acting 
Director Linné Stout. “The Department and 
our local partners are working to get the 
word out, and to help eligible Californians 
take advantage of the credit by offering free 
tax preparation services.”

CSD Urges Torrance to 
Take Advantage of Earned 
Tax Credits

CSD administers the Community Services 
Block Grant (CSBG) through partnering with 
local non-profits and government agencies 
to alleviate the causes of poverty in local 
communities throughout California. Several 
of CSD’s partner agencies around the state 
are offering free tax preparation and EITC 
filing services during the 2013 tax season. 
Many agencies are also collaborating and 
leveraging with other community based 
organizations to offer these services, and 
fill service gaps around the state.

“We are working hard to reach all the 
members of our community who are eligible 
for EITC so they don’t miss out on this great 
resource,” said Betty McWilliams, executive 
director for Foothill Unity Center, a CSD 
partner agency in Los Angeles. “For a very 
low income family, receiving this credit can 
make a significant difference in their lives. 
And, the financial boost EITC provides 
working people also offers a boost to our 

local economy.”
Those earning under $50,000 can get 

more information and see if they are eligible 
for free tax preparation services, including 
EITC, by contacting one of the following 
local agencies:

Los Angeles County: City of Los Angeles, 
Community Development Department

1200 W. 7th Street, Los Angeles, 
CA  90017

For more information call (213) 744-7218 
or visit www.greaterlaeitc.org

Los Angeles County: Long Beach 
Community Action Partnership

3012 Long Beach Boulevard, Long Beach, 
CA 90807

For more information call (562) 216-4644 
or visit www.lbcap.org

Most of these locations are now open. For 
more information, additional locations and to 
schedule an appointment, please contact the 
location nearest to you. Additional resources 
and locations can be found by clicking on 
EITC <http://www.irs.gov/Individuals/EITC-
Home-Page--It%e2%80%99s-easier-than-
ever-to-find-out-if-you-qualify-for-EITC> . •

By Alex Bryan
I get it, the title for this column might 

be a little over-done, but stay with me 
here and I promise you’ll learn something 
interesting. You may not be able to save 
the world with your 
computer, but there’s 
a chance you might be 
able to make a major 
scientific breakthrough 
or find a cure for a 
disease.

Making a scientific 
breakthrough is no easy 
task. For one, you’ve 
got to get your hands 
on a team of scientists, 
gather a whole lot of raw 
data, and find a way to 
process all that data into 
something useful. Many scientists who 
need to process large amounts of data use 
grants to buy access to computing power, 
but grants aren’t an infinite resource and 
almost always come with strings attached. 
Instead of buying processing power, many 
research teams are now turning to volunteer 
computing – a way to use the computers 
of volunteers to process the data for their 
research.

Most of you don’t fully utilize your 
computer’s processing power when you’re 
browsing the web, using Facebook, or 
watching a movie on Netflix. Chances 
are you also leave your computer on and 
connected to the Internet while you’re 
not using it. In workplaces, many of your 
computers simply have to be on all the time.

Think you’re a near max power user? 
If you want to see how much processing 
power you are currently using, you can hold 
down the Control, Alt, and Delete keys on 
Windows to bring up the task manager. If 
you are on a Mac, you can run the system 
monitor in the utilities folder. See all 
that un-used processing/CPU power? You 
could be donating it and helping scientists 
put research money somewhere far more 

Save the World With Your Computer!
beneficial than buying servers.

In 2002, a team of software developers 
at Berkeley came together to make it 
easier for researchers needing computer 
power to find volunteers.  What they 

came up with is called 
BOINC, the “Berkeley 
Open Infrastructure for 
Network Computing”. 
The name is quite a 
mouthful but it describes 
exac t ly  wha t  t he i r 
software does: provide 
an infrastructure for 
people to pool together 
computing resources. 
BOINC is  used  by 
researchers to find cures 
for diseases, solve long-
standing mathematical 

quandaries, find relationships between 
genes and diseases, predict the weather, and 
provide computing resources to students 
at universities. 

More than seven million computers 
already run BOINC. If you want to join, 
head over to http://boinc.berkeley.
edu. From there, you can download the 
BOINC program for Windows or Mac 
and select projects you want to donate 
your computing resources to. BOINC will 
work in the background, making use of 
the processing power you’re not using. 
You can also set BOINC to only run when 
you’re not on the computer. 

BOINC is a great way for regular people 
to pitch in and determine the direction of 
scientific research. It doesn’t cost any extra 
money to run and can save researchers 
more than a king’s ransom. Some projects 
come with screensavers that actually show 
the work you’re doing and all of them 
keep statistics so you can measure your 
contribution to the project. Who knows, 
maybe if you’re sly you could even find 
a way to take it off on your taxes!

For any  questions or comments  contact 
Alex at calltheninja@gmail.com •

Up and Adam		  from page 5

Sports		  from page 5

a row to find themselves in last place in 
the league standings. That being said, the 
Tartars put up a decent fight against the 
Spartans, winning two of the four quarters 
against South. Ultimately, Spartans’ coach 
Leo Klemm had his team playing a more 
explosive type of basketball en route to their 
61-50 win last Friday night at Torrance High. 

The last three games that the Tartars 
have played against West, North and South 
respectively have not been very close, to 
say the least. After taking a 39-point loss to 
West, the Tartars then fell by 10 to North 
and 11 to South. Needless to say, the team 
has a lot of growing up to do and needs to 
find a way to get started with a little more 
intensity. That was precisely their problem 
in the game against South. The Spartans 
were more prepared for the game on Friday, 
jumping out to a 20-7 lead over the Tartars 
in the first quarter of play. By the start of 
the fourth, South was up 48-36 and basically 
cruised to their 61-50 victory on the night. 
Kenichi Hackman led the way for South, 
dropping 14 points on the night, while the 
Tartars got another impressive game from 
Brett Akahiji, leading both teams with a 
game-high 15 points. 

For the Spartans, key games remain on 
the schedule against both Lawndale and El 
Segundo to close out the season. Lawndale 

is still undefeated in league play, so a win 
against that team is key in order for the 
Spartans to be able to take the Pioneer 
League crown this year. Either way, Klemm 
has South playing at a high level. After 
their surprise trip to the CIF Finals last 
year, there is no telling where the Spartans 
might end up when all is said and done. 

North High
After two tough losses to South High 

and Lawndale, the North High Saxons have 
been making a run towards the end of the 
season. Their victory against Centennial 
last Friday night at Centennial marked the 
Saxons’ third win in a row and fifth out of 
their last seven games. Zach Kimura led 
the Saxons to victory with a game-high 18 
points on the night. The Saxons are now in 
third place in the Pioneer League, behind 
only Lawndale and South High. With only 
three games remaining in the season, the 
Saxons find themselves controlling their own 
fate with games against both Lawndale and 
South remaining on the schedule. Should the 
Saxons win their final three games of the 
year, they could feasibly take the Pioneer 
League outright. The way things are going, 
however, even if the Saxon don’t win all 
three, they should still take an at-large bid 
into the playoffs. •

this San Francisco team so special.
The team that Kaepernick and the 49ers are 

going up against on Sunday is a pretty special 
one in itself. One of the main storylines of 
this Super Bowl centers around Ray Lewis 
and his last run at a championship. After 
17 seasons with the Baltimore Ravens and 
a career that started with a sack of then-
quarterback of the Indianapolis Colts Jim 
Harbaugh, this Sunday will be the last 
game he ever plays in the NFL and his last 
chance at attaining a second ring. They say 
defense wins championships and so far this 
postseason, Lewis has been the best defender 
on the field. After recording 14 tackles in 
the AFC championship game against the 
Patriots, Lewis now leads the NFL with 44 
tackles this postseason. “This is our time,” 
Lewis said succinctly. Sure sounds like he’s 
healthy and all the way back from the torn 
right triceps that caused the All-Pro to miss 
10 weeks of this season.

The much-heralded defense of the Ravens 
is not the only thing to fear if you’re a 49ers’ 
fan, though. The Ravens own the playoffs. 
In 20 postseason games, they are 13-7 all-
time, owners of the best winning percentage 
(.650) of any franchise in postseason history. 
Ravens’ quarterback Joe Flacco is also 
gunning for a record of his own. That record 
just happens to be held by an ex-49er. With 
eight touchdowns and zero interceptions 
this postseason, Flacco can tie or break Joe 
Montana’s record (11 TDs, zero INTs) for 
most touchdowns without an interception 
in a single postseason. Every quarterback 

who has finished the postseason with at least 
eight TDs and zero interceptions has won 
the Super Bowl and the Super Bowl MVP.

Both the 49ers and the Ravens have made 
it to the Super Bowl after losing last year 
in their respective conference championship 
games. That being said, it is obvious that both 
teams are motivated and have something to 
play for come Sunday afternoon. The Ravens 
lead a season that seems to be somewhat 
star-crossed. Were it not for a fourth down 
conversion by Ray Rice with 29 yards to go 
against the San Diego Chargers, the team 
would not even be in the playoffs. Add 
that to the entire defense getting healthy 
at the right time, Lewis’ last season ever 
and the team’s ability to beat not only the 
Denver Broncos on the road but the Patriots 
too, and San Francisco fans everywhere 
should be a little worried. Fret not, 49er 
fans. If defense wins championships, the 
Niners actually have the upper hand. San 
Francisco is only allowing 17 points per 
game, which is the second best defense in 
the NFL behind only the Seattle Seahawks. 
Teams with a top two scoring defense are 
16-5 all-time in Super Bowl history when 
not facing another top two scoring defense. 
So now that all of the facts are before you, 
who do you think will win this year’s Super 
Bowl? John or Jim? Kaepernick or Lewis? 
San Francisco or Baltimore? Still can’t 
decide? You can always try your hand at 
betting on whether Beyonce’s hair will be 
curly/crimped or straight at the beginning 
of the halftime show. •
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SUDOKU Medium

Last Week’s Answers

Each Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9X9 grid that has been subdivided into nine smaller grids of 3X3 
squares. To solve the puzzle each row, column and box must contain each of the numbers 1 to 9.
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“Read All about It!”

"Read All about It!"
By Myles Mellor and Sally York

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34

35 36 37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44 45 46

47 48

49 50 51 52 53 54

55 56 57

58 59 60

61 62 63

Across

60's do1.
Hand-warmer5.
Guitar stroke9.
Surf sound14.
Polo grounds?15.
Anatomical fold16.
Beyond the regular schedule17.
Village in Belgium20.
Spark21.
Fingers22.
Frightening: var.23.
Recipe abbr.24.
Engenders25.
Feet, slangily28.
Entertained, in a way32.

Down

It can be gray1.
"___ Brown" (1974 film)2.
Have status3.
"Catch-22" pilot4.
Functionaries5.
Bad loan6.
Concern7.
Word with cry or side8.
Directed skyward9.
Fluffs up10.
Venom11.
Wood sorrels12.
Card game13.
Menu18.
Natural19.

Sudoku Solution

5 2 1 8 9 4 3 6 7
4 9 7 5 6 3 8 1 2
3 6 8 2 7 1 4 9 5
9 3 6 1 5 8 2 7 4
7 4 5 9 2 6 1 3 8
1 8 2 3 4 7 9 5 6
8 5 9 6 3 2 7 4 1
2 7 3 4 1 5 6 8 9
6 1 4 7 8 9 5 2 3

SUDOKU by Myles Mellor and Susan Flanagan

Each Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9X9 grid that has been subdivided into nine smaller 
grids of 3X3 squares. To solve the puzzle each row, column and box must contain each 
of the numbers 1 to 9. Puzzles come in three grades: easy, medium and difficult.

Level: Medium

5 1 9 4
8 2 3

9 5 2
3 1 9 6

8 2
4 8 3 9
6 5 9

8 3 7
2 7 1 4

I
1

T
2

D
3

A
4

G
5

O
6

G
7

S
8

U
9

B
10

I
11

T
12

O
13

M
14

A R G
15

R A V E A
16

T O N E S
A

17
P A R T M E N T

18
L E A S E S

M
19

E M O N
20

E W S
21

E M I
A

22
U R

23
A

24
I

25
O

26
N

27
R

28
E F

C
29

O
30

T T A G E
31

I
32

N D U S
33

T R Y
A

34
N I J

35
A M B E

36
T H

D
37

E C O
38

U
39

S A
40

E
41

I
42

R
43

E
44

W
45

O
46

O
47

E
48

P I
49

C
50

N
51

A M
L

52
A

53
K

54
E F R O

55
N T C A B

56
I N S

O
57

V A T
58

E N E
59

M I T
W

60
I R E

61
U

62
S

63
E

64
D

65
I M

66
E

67

C
68

A S T L
69

E
70

S I N T
71

H
72

E A I R
A

73
T T A I N N

74
O H I T T E R

L
75

E S S E E G
76

L O P E
77

N S

Across
1. 60’s do
5. Hand-warmer
9. Guitar stroke
14. Surf sound
15. Polo grounds?
16. Anatomical fold
17. Beyond the regular schedule
20. Village in Belgium
21. Spark
22. Fingers
23. Frightening: var.
24. Recipe abbr.
25. Engenders
28. Feet, slangily
32. Entertained, in a way
33. Be human
34. Omitted
35. In a remarkable manner
40. Tune
41. It can be flipped
42. Tangle
43. Oolong holder
46. Don Juans
47. Till fill
48. King or queen, e.g.
49. Nigerian city

51. ___ lily
52. Drench
55. Go over
58. Rial spender
59. Trollope’s “Lady ___”
60. Guitarist Lofgren
61. Gozo Island is part 
of it
62. Drink garnish
63. Keep in

Down
1. It can be gray
2. “___ Brown” (1974 film)
3. Have status
4. “Catch-22” pilot
5. Functionaries
6. Bad loan
7. Concern
8. Word with cry or side
9. Directed skyward
10. Fluffs up
11. Venom
12. Wood sorrels
13. Card game
18. Menu
19. Natural

23. It has a big mouth
24. Donut-shaped surfaces
25. ___ suit
26. Mischief-maker
27. Bone cavities
28. Pendergrass
29. With gelidity
30. Noted blind mathematician
31. Eye sores
36. Heir, sometimes
37. Purges
38. Bookseller
39. Certain network
44. Penetrating
45. Lack of oxygen
46. “All clear!” is one
48. Saint-Germain’s river
49. Myrtle family plant
50. Stage of development
51. Compos mentis
52. Hissy fit
53. Look like a creep
54. Call to attention
55. Neighbor of Bulg.
56. Bad-mouth
57. Pulls

Police Reports		  from page 3
Honda Accord.

Burglary-Residential: 17900 BLOCK 
CASIMIR AVE Suspect(s) smashes glass in 
door, reaches in to unlock deadbolt for entry 
and takes property while victim sleeps/watch, 
collector’s coins, wallets. 

January 14
Burglary-Auto: 1200 BLOCK EL PRADO 

AVE Suspect(s) smashes window for entry 
and takes property/uniforms. 

Auto  Thef t -Al l :  18200  BLOCK 
KINGSDALE AVE Stolen vehicle: ‘91 
Chevrolet Blazer.

Battery-Simple :  19000  BLOCK 
HAWTHORNE BLVD Suspect pushes victim 
and slaps her in the face.

Theft: 3600 BLOCK EMERALD ST 
Suspect(s) takes secured property from 
parking garage/bicycles. 

Burglary-Residential: 2100 BLOCK 
SANTA FE AVE Suspect(s) forces open 
garage door to access residence, ransacks 

and takes property/backpack, clutch, cash, 
laptops, cell phone, headphones.

Theft: 20500 BLOCK GRAMERCY 
PL Suspect(s) takes property from front of 
location/artificial turf, water pump. 

B u rg l a r y - Au t o :  2 5 9 0 0  B L O C K 
MATFIELD DR Suspect(s) enters unlocked 
vehicle and takes property/wallet.

Battery-Weapon/Agg: 20300 BLOCK 
ANZA AVE Suspect strikes victim in the 
head with a mug.

January 13
Theft: 20900 BLOCK AMIE AVE 

Suspect(s) takes unsecured property from 
parking garage/bicycle. 

Burglary-Auto: 4200 BLOCK REDONDO 
BEACH BLVD Suspect(s) smashes windows 
for entry to two vehicles and takes property/
purses.

Theft: 17600 BLOCK VAN NESS AVE 
Suspect(s) cuts padlock on gate for entry 
and takes property/plastic plant containers. •

Apartment For Rent

1BD/BA. Large Apt. In ES quiet gated building. W/
swimming pool, laundry facility, pond w/ water fall 
$1,195. No pets. Call Mike at (310) 322-7166.
1BD/1BA. 707 E. Grand Ave. Appliances, carpet, tiled 
floors in kitchen/bath, & carport. $1250/mo. Immaculate 
w/a view. (310) 365-1481 or (310) 641-2148.
3BD/2BA. Spacious & bright, D/W, stove, fireplace, 
balcony, gated, lots of  storage, laundry on site. 628 
W. Imperial Ave, $2250/mo. $1000 deposit. No Pets! 
Call Alex  (310) 383-3753.

Employment

L o n g  B e a c h  p r e m i e r  n a i l  s a l o n 
l o o k i n g  f o r  a  f u l l  o r  p a r t  t i m e  N a i l 
Specialist. Manicuring license or cosmetology 
license required. We are a natural nail salon 
(NO Acrylics) but experience with O.P.I. gel 
c o l o r ,  S h e l l a c  a n d  M i n x  i s  a  p l u s 
b u t  n o t  r e q u i r e d .  I n  h o u s e  t r a i n i n g 
s provided. MUST speak English, be well groomed 
and professional, and be available to work weekends. 
Kreme de la Kreme is a fun and relaxing atmosphere 
and a home away from home to all our employees. 
If  interested please send us an e-mail, please 
include your resume and cover letter telling us 
why you would like to join our team. Thank you for 
your interest and we look forward to meeting you. 
K r e m e  d e  l a  K r e m e  N a i l  L o u n g e 
(562)434-4004 delakreme@gmail.com

Machine Operator/Assembler. We are seeking two 
candidates. CNC machining experience preferred. 
Good work habits and work history. Send resume to 
jmark@glentek.com.

House for Rent

3BD/2BA. El Segundo Furnished or Unfurnished, with 
gas FP, Pergo floors, carpeted BRs, Travertine floors 
in kit & bath, granite counters, shutters, ceiling fans & 
sound proofing. All appliances, central AC/gas heat, 
includes gardener, spa maint., all utilities, w/cable & 
WIFI. Pvt. colorful patio w/spa. Owner occupied GH. 
Will consider dog. $3500/mo. Security deposit & Credit 
ck. Avail. Now. (310) 422-1831.

Room for Rent

Next to El Camino College. Non smoker, no pets. 
Includes cable and utilities. Kitchen privileges. Plenty 
of  street parking. $500/mo. Call (424) 234-1682.

Display Ad Sales Position. We need an experienced 
Display Ad Salesperson for Herald Publications. 
Territories include Torrance, El Segundo and 
Hawthorne. Full or part-time positions are available. 
20% commission on all sales. If  interested 
please email your resume to management@
heraldpublications.com. No phone calls please. 
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Pets Without Partners Purrrfect Companions

Happy Tails
Shorty

PeeWee

Yauco
Ireland

“When you adopt a “pet without a partner,” you will forever make a 
difference in their life and they are sure to make a difference in yours.”

Adopt a “pet without a partner” and give a 
homeless pet a second chance in life.

 Yauco is 18 months old and has been 
recently retired from track racing. His days 
of rabbit chasing are over and he is now 

ready to be a house dog. Yauco is currently 
in foster care learning just that--how to be 
a house dog. He loves his warm, cushy bed 
and sleeps inside at night. He is learning how 
to use a doggie door and do his business 
outside. Yauco is gaining weight and the 
sores on his face and ears from his track 
muzzle are slowly healing. He is a very sweet, 
kind, gentle dog who enjoys 
the company of humans and 
the love he is receiving as a 
household pet. Yauco will be 
neutered in January, is current 
on vaccinations, de-wormed, 
microchipped, good with other 
dogs, good with children, and 
cat-safe.

Shorty is a Miniature 
Dachshund who was a “gate 
grab” just before he entered 
the Kern County Animal 
Shelter where he would have 
surely been euthanized. He is 
approximately eight to nine 
years old and weighs nine 
pounds fully grown. Shorty 
has a lovely red coat with a 
little bit of a grey muzzle that 
reflects his wisdom. He is a 
total love of a dog and a great 
constant companion. Shorty is 
good with other dogs and is 
also cat-safe. This little guy 
is housebroken and sleeps in 
a crate at night in his little 
doggie bed. He loves to go 

where you go…so if you’re a walker, so is 
Shorty. If you like to camp or travel in a 
motor home, then so does Shorty. If you’re 
retired, enjoy a home with children or are 

a homebody, then so is Shorty. 
Shorty would love to be a part of 
this too. He is a wonderful little dog 
and if you love the Dachshunds, 
then you will surely love Shorty! 
Shorty is neutered, current on 
vaccinations, de-wormed, has had a 
dental, is microchipped, good with 
other dogs, good with children, 
and cat-safe.

To learn more about these and 
other wonderful dogs, visit our 
website at www.animalsrule.org. 
If a dog is on our website, it’s 
available. Or come to our Saturday 
adoption events from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at 305 North Harbor Boulevard 
in San Pedro (just off the 110 near 
the cruise port). We are always in 
need of donations for veterinarian 
bills and our senior dogs. Donations 
can be made through our website 

or by sending a check payable to: Animals 
Rule Placement Foundation at 305 North 
Harbor Blvd., San Pedro, CA   90731. All 
donations are tax-deductible. We are a 
registered 501©3 non-profit organization. 

Saving one animal won’t change the 
world, but the world will surely change for 
that animal. •

Enjoy the warmth and affection of a 
precious kitty when you adopt your purr-
fect partner.

Ireland was rescued along with her three 
siblings when she was just four weeks old. 
This sweet little girl has gorgeous light green 
eyes which compliment her gorgeous coat 
of dark Tabby lines and spots on a blend of 
brown and silver. Ireland absolutely adores 

being petted, will knead away as she rubs 
against you and loves 
to sleep with you. She 
will purr for hours on 
end, squeaking out cute 
little meows as she chit 
chats with you. Ireland 
is very outgoing and 
affectionate--great with 
other cats and even 
dogs!  She has lots of 
energy and cannot be an 
only kitty. She would love 
to be adopted into a home with a resident 
kitty or with a foster friend of hers. Ireland 
is a truly special kitten with a whole lot of 
love to give. She deserves a spectacular home 
where she can romp and play all day long. 

PeeWee was found on the streets as a super 
tiny kitten. At first his foster mom thought 

he was a bottle baby, but PeeWee was able 
to eat all on his own, much to her surprise. 
This handsome little baby is just that--little. 
He continues to grow extremely slowly and 
is about half the size of most kittens his 
age. PeeWee is a fantastic companion for 
other kitties because he loves being with 
other animals. He will sleep on the bed 
and plaster himself right against your side, 
giving you little pieces of information about 
his day while he purrs. He is very outgoing 
and loving, with a lot of energy still. It’s 

Munchkin found happiness for the holidays 
and is looking ahead to a great new life in 
the new year. His wonderful “mom” sent 
us this update…

“I’ve let far too much time slip by without 
providing you with an update on our dear 
Munchkin. We loved your Christmas card and 
are truly grateful and appreciative of your 
sending it to us. Sofia immediately pointed 
out Cheezit and Darla and Rambo and a few 
other dogs whose names escape me now, 
but who we recognized from your website 
when we were considering Munchkin. We’ve 
kept that card because it brings us such joy. 
And speaking of joy, Munchkin continues 
to bless us with that every single day. For 

Munchkin Looks Forward to a Happy New Year with Loving Family
Christmas, he flew to 
Colorado with us (in a 
special carrier under the 
seat in front of Sofia) to 
spend a week at my sister’s 
home and he behaved 
exceptionally well. It’s 
a good thing Santa left 
a sweater and a ‘jacket’ 
for him under the tree, 
because it was freezing 
there. My sister’s family 
has a seven-year-old Lab. 
She and Munchkin got 
along famously. I actually 
took a video of them 

playing together with 
Munchkin spinning in 
tight circles while Tess 
carefully pawed around 
him, both their tails 
wagging happily. It was 
cute to see Tess with a 
‘mini me’ for a week! 
There really haven’t 
been any hiccups in 
our adjustment to each 
other. They have a cat 
too, who Munchkin 
wanted to play with 
and he’d wag his 
tail and approach her 

carefully, but Callie didn’t want anything 
to do with him. Anyway, I’m running a bit 
late, so I’d better dash. I could continue 
to gush on and on about Munchkin being 
the perfect match for our family. We count 
him among our many blessings every single 
day. It is so cool to hear my son say, ‘I 
love you, Munchie’ under his breath as we 
tuck him it at night. This is the boy who’s 
always been hesitant around dogs. What a 
gift!  Hope you and all of your dogs are 
doing well!” -- Kristina.

When you adopt a “pet without a partner,” 
you will forever make a difference in their 
life and they are sure to make a difference 
in yours.•

hard to say if PeeWee will continue to play 
catch-up or remain small, but we think he’s 
perfect no matter what size he is.

These kittens/cats are available for 
adoption through Kitten Rescue, one of 
the largest cat rescue groups in Southern 
California. All of our kitties are spayed/
neutered, microchipped, tested for FeLV 
and FIV, de-wormed and current on their 

vaccinations. For additional information and 
to see our other kitties, 
please check our website 
at www,kittenrescure.
org, or email us at mail@
kittenrescue.org. Your 
tax-deductible donations 
for the rescue and care 
of our cats and kittens 
can be made through our 
website or by sending a 
check payable to Kitten 
Rescue, 914 Westwood 

Boulevard, #583, Los Angeles, CA 90024.
On Saturdays, we have adoptions from 

noon to 3:30 p.m. in Westchester at 8655 
Lincoln Boulevard, just south of Manchester 
Avenue, and also in Mar Vista at 3860 
Centinela Avenue, just south of Venice 
Boulevard. Our website lists additional 
adoption sites and directions to each location.

Be kind. Save a life. Support animal 
rescue. •
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GENERAL PRACTICE LAW FIRM
•  Immigration Law - Spanish Language Spoken 
•  Personal Injury Law - No Recovery, No Fee  

for Accident Cases 
•  Criminal Defense - DUIs, Domestic Violence, 

Drug Offenses, etc. 
•  Family Law - Custody, Visitation, Support,  

Divorce, Annulment, etc. 
•  Business Law - Business Disputes, Landlord/ 

Tenant Disputes

WS THE LAW OFFICES
OF WESLEY R. SKLARK

Clients Met By Appointment in Los Angeles and Torrance  
locations — initial consultation with Attorney is $50.

South Bay Native – Proudly serving  
the legal needs of the public since 1994

(213) 386-3377
www.AffordableAttorneyLosAngeles.com

Roger Hart
310-781-2000

4 bedrooms, 3 baths, 2,208 sq ft 
and completely remodeled! 2-car 
garage with additional 15’x18’ open 
shop space. This home is great for  
entertaining with its two dining  
rooms, den, double fireplace, pool,  
spa, and basketball court. Enjoy  
a 180° ocean and Catalina view 
from 3 bedrooms, living room and 
the backyard.

2420 W. Carson St. #120
Torrance, CA 90501

CALL 
FO

R  

SHOWIN
G! 

JUST LISTED!

28242 Lobrook Dr. Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275
Listed at $1,099,000

20+ Years Experience. Full Representation.
SOUTH BAY HOMES

310-370-6111  sobayhome@gmail.com
DRE#00820175

Save Thousands
Total Commission Less Than 3%.

Concerning Contractors…

Saving money is important. That’s 
why you can count on me to get you 
all the discounts you deserve.
GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

State of
Cha-Ching.

Get discounts up to 35%.*

1101216.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

*Discounts and their availability may vary by state and eligibility requirements. 
For more information, please see or call a State Farm agent.

Tania Richardson, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0H61199

17715 Crenshaw Blvd
Torrance, CA  90504
Bus: 310-225-5600

Are you considering taking the fist step 
to begin the remodeling project that you’ve 
been dreaming about? Whether it’s a large 
scale whole-house remodel that dramatically 
changes the look and feel of your home, or 
simply a small fix-up project that will increase 
your home’s value, it’s imperative you work 
with the right contractor to get the job done 
right, the first time. To assist you with your 
contractor choice, we’ve compiled a list of 
the 15 most important questions to ask the 
contractor you’re considering for your job. 
If the contractor can’t answer these simple 
questions to your satisfaction, you should not 
trust them with your most valuable asset, your 
home. With that, we wish you much success 
with your up-coming project. Questions will 
publish weekly.

What is your 
Contractor License 

Number?
What you need to 

know:
In California, anyone performing reno-

vation or repair work on your home is 
required to hold a valid License issued by 
the California Department of Consumer 
Affairs Contractors State License Board. 
The CSLB, as its known, is the agency that 
issues and maintains contractor’s licenses.

Many contractors claim to have “X” years 

of business experience.  It is very easy to 
check the validity of such a claim.  The 
CSLB issues contractor licenses numbered 
sequentially and as of 2010 is issuing 
new licenses in the 900000 range. So if a 
contractor claims to have been in business 
more than about a year or so, and has a very 
high license number, a red flag should go 
off in your mind to look a little deeper. In 
fact, if you go to WWW.CSLB.CA.GOV 
and search the license number, you will 
be able to gather quite a lot of information 
about the license itself, and maybe even the 
character of the person you’re dealing with.

Some of the information you can find will 
tell you; the type of license (B – General 
Building is what you’re looking for), the 
type of entity the license was issued to 
(Sole Proprietor, Corporation, LLC, Etc), 
and among other important information we 
will elaborate on later, when the license 
was issued.

The Custom Design & 
Construction way:

Our license number is 524561.  Feel free 
to check us out either before or after you 
meet for a free consultation with one of our 
Design/Remodeling Consultants. We are 
proud to tell you about our un-blemished 
record since our license has been issued on 
February 16, 1988. •

Home is a place you grow up wanting to leave, and 
grow old wanting to get back to.  ~John Ed Pearce

Open House in El Segundo 

•	Sat 2-4pm	 204 E. Maple Ave., ES	 5/4	 $1,299,000
	 Bill Ruane	 RE/MAX Beach Cities Realty		  310-877-2374

Kay Grundhaus 
is your  

Specialist  
for Seniors

Kay Grundhaus
310.890.6407 cell

kay@homesbykay.com 
DRE #01344591


